
 

v What spoke most to you from Doug’s story today? 
 
v Read again 2 Corinthians 12:8-10.  How do you react when God appears to be 

silent in answer to your urgent request? How do you feel about God’s promise 
in verse 9? Why doesn’t God simply take the hurt away? 

 
v How has God worked in and through you during a time of weakness? What 

will you do to develop trust in God that you’ll rely on during times of stress 
and suffering? 

 
v What do you find to be the hardest thing for you in handling suffering and 

extreme situations that stretch and test you?  What insights about getting 
through a time of trial did you gain from today’s message?  

 
v Have you felt helpless in a situation? Hopeless? What can you do to prepare 

yourself for these times? How will you remind yourself of what God has done 
for you in the past and that you can continue to count on his love and grace in 
the middle of your struggle? 

 
v When have you had to trust God for an uncertain or unknown outcome?  

What did you learn from the experience? 
 

 Everyone goes through tough times in their lives – in school, at home, with 
friends or family. Remind your children that they can trust God with 
everything in their life, even the tough stuff. Share something in your life 
that has been stressful or hard. Ask each child what is going on for them 
that is difficult right now. Pray together as a family for each  person and 
their specific situation, thanking God for his love for us throughout it all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Versions Used: NIV-New International Version; NASB-New American Standard Bible; TLB- The Living Bible 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS 
 

2 CORINTHIANS 12:8-10 (TLB)  “Three different times I begged God to make me 
well again. Each time he said, ‘No. But I am with you; that is all you need. My power 
shows up best in weak people.’ Now I am glad to boast about how weak I am; I am 
glad to be a living demonstration of Christ’s power, instead of showing off my own 
power and abilities...for when I am weak, then I am strong – the less I have, the more 
I depend on him.” 
 
 

Some Initial Realizations 
 

1. Life will no longer     . 
 

2. I need     in a completely new way. 
 

3. H                 are not the same. 
 

ISAIAH 51:11 (NIV)  The ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will 
overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 
 

Some Deeper Lessons From The Journey 
 

1. I must     to a     . 
 

2. I must size up        . 
 

3. I constantly        . 
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4. I’ll strike a balance       . 
 

   } Acceptance       ! 
 

   } The       my story. 
 

PHILIPPIANS 2:13 (NIV)  For it is God who works in you to will and to act 
according to his good purpose. 

 

   } Focus on        .  
 

EPHESIANS 2:10 (NIV)  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
 

5. I’m learning to       . 
 

   } What I              isn’t as important as 
  what I         ! 
 

JOHN 21:22 (NASB)  Jesus said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, 
what is that to you? You follow Me!” 

 

 
6. I’m standing firm      . 
 

   } The       with me. 
 

1 PETER 1:6-8 (NIV)  Now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in 
all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and 
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though 
you have not seen him, you love him. 

 

   } The        in this. 
 

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 (NIV)  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith 
– and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9 (NIV)  “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” 

} The         all of this. 
 

1 PETER 5:10 (NIV)  The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and 
make you strong, firm and steadfast. 


